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the first months of his reign will cost Prussia thirty-six mil-
lions, exclusive of common expenses, gifts, gratifications,
pensions, etc. The extraordinaries of the first campaign,
in which it was necessary to remount all the cavalry, did
not cost Frederick II. more than five millions, or five
millions and a half, of crowns.

I have not yet depicted the Monarch as a warrior; the
trade gives him the spleen, its minutice fatigue him, and
he is weary of the company of generals. He goes to
Potsdam, comes on the parade, gives the word, dines and
departs. He went on Wednesday to the house of exer-
cise at Berlin, uttered a phrase or two, bade the troops
march, and vanished. And this is the house in which
Frederick II., loaded with fame and years, regularly
passed two hours daily, in the depth of winter, in dis-
ciplining, grumbling, cursing, praising, in a word, in
keeping the tormented troops in perpetual action, who
still were transported to see the Old One, for that was
the epithet they gave him, at their head.

But a more important point is the new military regula-
tions, which have been conceived, planned, approved,
and, as it is said, are going to be printed, without either
having been communicated to Prince Henry or the Duke
of Brunswick. The tendency of this new plan is noth-
ing less than the destruction of the army. The seven
best regiments are converted into light troops, and among
others that of Wunsch. I am yet unacquainted with the
particulars of the changes made, but, according to the
opinion of General Moellendorf, had Lascy himself been
their promoter they would have been just as they are.
The worthy Moellendorf is humbled, discouraged, afflicted.
All is under the direction of Goltz, who is haughty, in-
capable of discussion, and who holds it as a principle
that the army is too expensive, and too numerous, in
times of peace. He is perpetually embroiled with
Bishopswerder, often obliged to attend to business of
this kind, and in some manner under the necessity of
interfering in affairs in the conduct of which he is not
supposed to be equally well versed.

The Duke of Brunswick does not come. He replied to
some person who had complimented him on his promo-rown; he received a keg
